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The views and opinions in this article are strictly those of the author.
Noun: sanctuary  'sangk-choo,e-ree [N. Amer], 'sangk-chu-ree [Brit]
 

1. A consecrated place where sacred objects are kept  

2. A shelter from danger or hardship
- refuge, asylum  

3. Area around the altar of a church for the clergy and choir; often enclosed by a lattice or railing
- chancel, bema
Noun: city  si-tee
 

1. A large and densely populated urban area; may include several independent administrative districts
"Ancient Troy was a great city"; 
- metropolis, urban center [US], urban centre [Brit, Cdn]  

2. An incorporated administrative district established by state charter
"the city raised the tax rate"  

3. People living in a large densely populated municipality
"the city voted for Republicans in 1994"; 
- metropolis
Throughout history, there have been various types of sanctuary.  Usually this word is associated with a church as the main area of assemblage for worship, or the area around the altar.  It could also mean a safe haven for an oppressed person or group.  In more recent times, it has been linked to a city that gives safe haven to immigrants who chose to enter this country illegally.  A sanctuary city is one where the city government has enacted ordinances, or in other ways made public that they were going to ignore immigration laws and the enforcement of same.  In several instances, an entire state is a sanctuary state as the result of a comment made by the governor.
  

What should be done?  When I was on active duty, it was against military law (Uniform Code of Military Justice):  1. to disobey a lawfully written order, 2. fail to report any violations of law to proper authority.  Failure of either of the two items listed above would subject one to punishment deemed appropriate, up to and including Courts Martial, fines and imprisonment.  The mayors of sanctuary cities and the governors of sanctuary states should be held to enforce the laws of the land.
  I am not advocating that civilian government officials be held to military standards, but that there should be consequences for failure to enforce a law on the books including removal from office and a prison sentence.
It is the duty of the states to assist in the enforcement of immigration laws.
  Any state or subordinate governing jurisdiction should be held accountable for enforcement, and those choosing to ignore the law, or not enforce the law should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.  Governors should be impeached, mayors/city managers should be recalled, and then allowed to serve a term in the federal prison system.  

Let me take this one step further.  Any federal mandates to federal law enforcement to not actively enforce immigration laws, or to continue to ignore the existing illegal immigrant situation should have a ripple effect of tsunami proportions all the way up the chain of command to the White House.
The cost of lack of enforcement, in the long run, far exceeds the cost of enforcement in resources required to bring everyone in compliance.  Millions of dollars are being spent in providing housing, medical care, education, and even police protection to the illegal immigrant.  It is time to take control of our country.

View an Interactive States Map showing Sanctuary Cities.
# of Illegal Aliens in This Country.
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